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Senate Bill 107 Testimony by Ron Whitmoyer

Madam Chair (Rep. Laszloffy) and Members of the Committee, for the record, my name is Ron
Whitmoyer, and that is spelled (W*H"|*T*M"O"Y*E*R). I am the Superintendent of the East
Helena Elementary School District and speaking to you at the request of the East Helena
Elementary School District Board of Trustees and my community. Thank you Senator Brown for
sponsoring this bill.

SB 107 is brought before you today by a grass roots collection of parents and community
members whom you will hear from following me. We are not here at the request of any
organization or business or state group, but as a collection of hard working community members
asking for an opportunity to assert local control over our schools. This bill is about freedom of
choice in a democratic society. The East Helena community is not asking you to approve a new
high school, the East Helena community is asking to have the freedom to vote their wishes and
their own level of taxation. My community, the East Helena Community, is asking you to return
the local control that was taken away in 1993. As Senator Jones said on the Senate floor, this
bill is not perfect, but it is an improvement on the law from 1992. This billgives much more
guidance than was afforded then. This bill is not asking you to craft the design of the school,
nor pick out the cheerleader uniforms, though you could legislate that if you choose. We are
asking you to allow compromise among school systems that should be able to create a fully
functioning system of education under the supervision of each school district by using the
existing laws and the guidance of OPI and the County Superintendent to accomplish CHANGE.
And with the migration of families and children to the more urban areas of Montana and out of
the rural areas, there is a need to allow for change.

East Helena is a proud community where parents of 1,170 students rightfully believe that the
school district does exceptionally well academically because of our great teachers and because
we know and love our kids. We are saying that schools like Stevensville, Frenchtown, Laurel,
and other K-12 schools are doing exceptionally well, and we are asking for the opportunity to be
innovative, creative and exemplary in our delivery of an education to our own kids. The
effectiveness of smaller schools is well documented in research. State level data shows that
the East Helena Schoolteachers are doing a great job. We believe we can duplicate that
elementary success in a high schoolwhere kids excel in academics, technology, and have
access to advanced placement and other innovative electives that will enhance their education
to be exceptionally well educated to support their futures.

This bill opens opportunities for new jobs and an economic boost to the East Helena community
that still suffers from the black cloud associated with an EPA Superfund Site. lt has been shown
that good schools attract and promote business and jobs. East Helena has 1,800 acres of
former Asarco property for sale with prime access to the railroad, interstate and natural
resources, and our Gity Council and community members are working to attract industry and
business to our East Helena community. A new high school would mean more jobs too, but this
issue is not about these future concerns. They are totally irrelevant without your permission to
even be allowed to consider if we want to go to these lengths for our kids.

The opportunities are also available to the larger school systems. Lowering enrollment in their
large high schools could be an advantage instead of a curse if you look at the research. lt also



could give the larger schools the opportunity to use the three year ANB averaging funds to
expand their technology services. In fact in the first year of the lower enrollment there would be

sufficient ANB funds to purchase an iPad for every student and every teacher in their district to

improve instructional opportunities. When the independent elementary students are gone from

the high school district, the cunent school board and the school district still have total control

over their educational system and all of the rights to govern the direction of their district.

My community has told me, and our School Board, that getting permission to decide for
ourselves is what they want us to do. As one of their representatives I am requesting that you

seriously consider this bill to allow the people I serve the right to vote on the needs of their own

kids. I am including a petition with nearly 900 signatures collected in our community, a letter of

support from Mayor Jamie Schell of the City of East Helena, and a couple of letters from
community members and parents in your packet as a reminder of the level of support we have

for our request.

I again want to thank Senator Brown for believing in our right to vote and bringing this forward

to have the Legislature hear this grassroots request. On behalf of my community, I respectfully

request your support in providing the choice afforded to our East Helena Community in this bill.
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January 16, 2015

Senabr Taylor Brown
Senate Education and Cultural Resources Committee
PO Box 200500
Helena, MT 59620-0500

Dear Chairman Brown,

The City of East Helena supports Senate Bill 107, "Revise K-12 school district expansion laws,,.

One of the many great assets that the Gty of East l-lelena has is our school district, We are all
vgrY proud of every aspect of our local East Helena School District (EHSD), and the number of
q{9.1E requesting attendance hom outside of this disbdct Uears out the quatity and integrity
of EHSD No. 9. The gty and the EHSD unrk very well together and have a lbng nistory of
ollaboration a nd oordination.

The City of East Helena beliares that the cunent law, which mandates that a K-g district cannot
ocpand into a K-12 distrlct, suppresses the rights of local school boards with input from the
citizens in the dislri@ to ultimately decide on their own eteansion. We believe tnat dre local
school district and the people wlthin the district should be given the opportunity to decide on
expanding their own disHct and dehrmine if a high schoof is what is oest nor our ihildren.

A late 2014 public opinion poll by the Montana Public Education Center (MpEc), a joint initiative
of a consortium including the MEA-MFT, the Montana Quality Educaiion Ciatiiion, and the
Montana Scfiool Boards Association, have several relevant questions that must be consldered
when deErmining who shouH decide to o<pand a K-8 distri* to a K-12 district, (see attadred
all slides available at www.mt-pec.org)

In this MPEC poll, whe1.a$ed whlcfr public officials are most trusted when it cornes to deciding
what is best academically for studenb in Montana's public sdrools, Montana voters chose "Local
Efected School Boards" wtth 27.1o/o of the total poli question vote, second only to "Classroom
Teachers'.

In another question in the MPEC poll, when asked ]f state and federal mandates are too
burdensome, Montana voters opined that mandates are 'Too Burdensome" garnering 57.4o/o of
the pollvote.

The cty of East Helena storgly believes that our local school disHct board of trustees with the
opinions and advice of the district conmunity members should decide on whether to expand our
school district and potentially move forward with adding a new high school,

Please support local community involvement and please support SB10Z.

q*}]fi-
City of East Helena Mayor
P.O. Box 1170 East Helena, MT 59535
406465-2921 - jschelleh@gmait.com

Q ,r"ruooorr FBir Houring Equal Oppor(uulty Emplolcr



Written Testimony in Support of SB 107

January 19,2015

Dear Chairman Brown and members of the Education and Cultural Resources
Committee:

My name is Jennifer Wagner. My family and I are residents of Helena, MT.
Please accept this letter as my testimony in support of SB 107. Regretfully, due
to work commitments I am unable to attend today's hearing in person.

We chose to enroll our son in the East Helena Public Schools via out of district
enrollment. The option to have our children in a small school up through the 8th
grade appealed to us and we have a hope that our children can be there through
their whole high school career. To say this was the best decision we've made for
our son, who started Kindergarten in September, is not an exaggeration. The
care, the effort, the culture, and quality of education that comes out of the EHPS
are beyond compare and I desperately want the option to keep my son there as
long as possible.

As you know the focus of SB 107 is to provide local control. As a parent of an
East Helena Public Schools student I can visualize the opportunities that passing
this legislation may enable. Opportunities such as:

o The attention and care of a small school;
. A school who has a proven and successful culture of putting the children's

needs first;
. Continuity of culture which makes for more successful transitions;
. Familiarity of students that need extra attention or needs;
. To continue in a community that cares and can provide for their children.

I am a firm believer answering "What would be best for the children" is the only
way to make decisions regarding their education. That really should be the only
goal; if it isn't then we do a major disservice to the people most precious in our
life.

I encourage you to keep at the forefront of your decision what this legislation is
for. lt's not a decision to break ground tomorrow on a high school in East
Hefena, Lockwood, or the Hellgate area. lt is for the freedom for our local
communities to vote and make decisions on what is best for our children.

Your time and thought is very much appreciated on this piece of legislation that
coufd impact the education and success of soTpany thlldrg

ifer Wagner



To Whom lt May Concern,

My name is Nancy Steward and my sons currently attend East Helena Public Schools attending grades

Kindergarten and second grade. I am writing this in regards to the consideration of having a high school

built in East Helena.

My oldest son is a bright boy with an interesting view on the world. I had huge concerns with him

starting school and quite honestly a lot of worry about any potential success. My experience with him in

Kindergarten was not at all what I expected or anticipated. What I expected was having multiple
conversations with his teacher and the principal on his "lively" view of the world and how to make him

be like an "average" child. What I got instead was the best experience I could have ever asked for as a

parent. He transitioned into school with ease and with a caring staff that two years later still asks about
him and how he is doing. He currently in second grade is doing quite wellacademically and socially. I

could not be more pleased. My second son is not as "lively" and he too is loving school and doing very

well.

The reason I tell you this, is my experience tells me the East Helena School District is doing something

very very right. Not just with my child but with other children as well. I feel like my children are the
center of their world but it appears that each child there is the center of their world. What they are

doing is giving each child regardless of financial status, race, religion, backgrounds, not just an

opportunity at a great academic foundation but the reality of it. I have never been a big supporter of
the No Child Left Behind Act as it felt like no child would go ahead either. Somehow in this district, they
work so no child gets left behind but those that can excel also get that opportunity. Their measurement

for success is not just a yardstick that measures everyone but each child has their own individual
yardstick as well. I do not know precisely where my oldest son measures compared to his whole class

but I do know his intelligence is pushed to excel and as a parent who has completed higher education,

along with his father/my husband, we want this for both of our sons. We want them to be pushed to
the best of their abilities. East Helena is doing that.

I can acknowledge and respect that creating a new high school will make large changes in the existing
high schools. As with all change, it can be made for the better or the worst can be found and acted on.
lf my sons were to attend a smaller high schoolthere is more than likely classes that won't be offered

that can be offered in larger schools. This does not mean that education has to be compromised.
Education is not just about a class that is offered, but what someone takes out of the class for
themselves. Offer all the opportunities you want but if someone doesn't act on it, then the opportunity
isn't utilized. What might be a better concern is how to make the classes that are offered of high quality

so that students want to learn more. Opportunities to learn are not merely found in a class. Learning

can happen in the library, in the garage fixing a car, or from another person who knows how and will
teach you because you want to learn. Creating good foundations and a love of learning fosters further
learning. The shifts in community and it's structure would probably be difficult but change for the
better often takes some work and an element of being uncomfortable.



I would truly love to see a high school built in East Helena and the district given the opportunity to

continue what they are already doing so well and so right. My sons both love school and I don't see that

stopping in this district. I do realize that a smaller school, and the Helena high schools would become

smaller as well, this might provide some limitations in certain areas, like specialty classes and sports,

but smaller schools also can provide individualized attention to students. Seeing each student as a

person and working with their strengths and weakness helps to create a love of learning and a firm

foundation of education. That firm foundation then gives someone a chance to let the sky be the limit

of what they can learn.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Nancy Steward



Dear Representatives,

My name is Dawn Anderson and I am writing in support of 58107. This matter is very important
to me as both myself and my daughter have experienced growing up in the East Helena School District
and then struggled while attending Helena High School. I am not here to pick on Helena High. My point
today is to share my experiences about transferring from a small community school to a large populated
school and how difficult it was.

My daughter, who is now 16 and a sophomore at Helena High, has always struggled in school.
While attending the three East Helena schools all of my daughter's teachers and support staff knew who
she was and provided her with a tremendous amount of support and patience. The staff at the East

Helena schools worked with her so wellthat she was able to pass her classes and learn. Her homeroom
teacher in flfth grade requested to have her back in her homeroom in eighth grade. Each time I see a

past teacher from East Helena they always ask about her and want to know how she is doing. The
transition to Helena High has been difficult for her. She has had different IEP case manager for each year
at Helena High and the one this year hadn't looked at her file 2 weeks into the school year. There are
too many students for the staff at Helena High so the kids that need the accommodations slip through
the cracks. At the IEP meetings the staff has a very short amount of time to spend with us and we are
always being told that she is doing so well but her grades and her anxiety level tells us different. She is
constantly brainstorming about what small school in our surrounding areas she can attend to get her
through. I know that the staff is doing what they can but with all of the students that they are
responsible for it is difficult to accommodate them all and keep track of each student. At a smaller
school it is more personal and they get to know the person. I feel that she has become just a number at
Helena High.

I realize that if East Helena was able to build a high schoolthat my daughter will be long out of
school but my experiences may help the some families in the future. Please give our community local
control so we can decide what is best for our kids.

Thank you for your time,

Dawn Anderson



A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.

ADDRESSS

584F
3Q t 9 t{"ltt*e tt Or, t{oelenp- 5,96C,Z

57a",2-
Nv,{" $frr*#- B'n*\ ik***v:" I4-!,ro 

',{zrltf

Pa 6ox ts4= 6 lkla^ 5luss

e' H.tno

3fe3 R tnq,fSf S? 64
n 

" 
3 B".rt ^+ E ffL/ {l( <f es{

[?r? eie.z/qz< s7.4t //e/c-q -f?ful
')os E'st Ptfr. St E^:+ lblerqjab3t
,2?076 

"'o' tr iZ z,: f , g;tutT€Ycsr

tltE lhrvvsY Lootr e. il. Elc"*

lerc^ ffi u35

NAME

€t4 sr €"fl(

ry(ffiS



A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-325 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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'', -" ;l A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-5-325 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate

them in a school of their choosing.
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ikr; A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate

them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-5-325 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-5-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow

East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate

them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-325 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means i

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-325 to allow

East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate

them in a school of their choosing.

99 3" Voll. 0r, Ec l- /J" lonn ,-4 f

tu{.7-
lltwettE il18ffi21{?0e' gftj5

3?ot 6r ' ff. EaJt tl'ltna, uT S-?tusg

+7 5t$35

t-

3u> 4.Pntn D- 1-(e/e".n S?o. z

3;21 A.2unbo D- lla ) sr* Sit, oZ

3lSS Grosc Ur( E.s+ 6J.-lo^. }?4 3f

(\..- u) "tt'f'

LW frehwo' tguw

3tf) Arruh b Mc^,^ tTioa



@
A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate

them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-325 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-5-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate

them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfufly petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-5-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-325 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate

them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate

them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfufly submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfufly petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-5-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow

East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate

them in a school of their choosing.

ADDRESSS

5 Sqo k-e-i, Lr^ =qta 
oL

3l-l s tt'Wlw^rfa,k St t-tt

zA {o calr< lz 5"/ z4-
38s3 EJeiwets.". St 67b33

/az Eatl C/"'/t 5+ L5l6? I 
-6dr far4 (Ots 9t- Sq(sf



A Petition respectfufly submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the legisfature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 2G.6-32G to aflow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a schoolof their choosing.
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A Petition respectfufly submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfuffy petition the legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Hefena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the fegislature to amend MCA 2G6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a schoolof their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legisfature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfulfy petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Hefena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-32G to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a schoolof their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to altow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a schoof oftheir choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfufly petition the legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Hefena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the fegislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a schoolof their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-325 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfufly petition the legisfature for
the authority to decide undFr a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. we request the legislature to amend McA 20-6-326 to aflow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana tegisfature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfufly petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Hefena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 2G6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a schoolof their choosing.
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A Petition respectfufly submitted to the Montana tegislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfufly petition the legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 2&6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a schoolof their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana l-egisfature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 2G.6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-325 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means

to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-5-325 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-O-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a schoolof their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
thern in a school of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfufly petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 20-6-326 to al6w
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a schoof oftheir choosing.
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A Petition r"rp"Ctfrlly submitted to the Montana Legislature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfulfy petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA 205-325 to allow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a schoof of their choosing.
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A Petition respectfully submitted to the Montana Legisfature

We, the undersigned citizens of East Helena, hereby repectfully petition the Legislature for
the authority to decide under a vote of the East Helena Citizens the appropriate means
to educate its students. We request the legislature to amend MCA20-6-326 to altow
East Helena to decide if they want to keep their students in the community and to educate
them in a schoof of their choosing.
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